Acadeny for Science and Design Charter School

FAQ
Suggesti ons:
Number the questions and nake the testing
one | ast.

Questi on:
WIIl there be criterial/entrance exans to attend the charter
school? | know if there are excessive applicants then it will be by

lottery, but can there be a standard?

Answer :

There are criteria but no entrance exans. Interested students
will go through an application process. During that tine the student
will need to denobnstrate his/her interest in science, nmath or
engineering. No test will be given to qualify for admittance. Upper
grade students will provide letters of recomendation

Questi on:
VWhat are the requirenments for the teachers--as sonme charter
school s do not have certified teachers?

Answer :
Al teachers nust be and will be highly qualified. 50% of the
t eachers must be certified.

Questi on:

WIIl there be parental requirenents--volunteer tinme, support?
Answer :

The school will have a well-defined parent invol venent

initiative. This is a consistent feature of charter schools and schools
find manageabl e and vari ed ways for parents to participate The schoo
will require all parents home support for student studies

Questi on:
The focus is math and sci ence, but what about foreign | anguage,
nmusi ¢, art and ot her optional courses?

Answer :

The school’s program of studies is well-rounded and integrated.
Wt hout exception, founders are interested in hunanities and well -
rounded, healthy students. Two foreign | anguages are proposed with
provisions for students to find and take other |anguages, if they
choose, for exanple.
Questi on:

Question: How have you responded to Educati on Conmi ssioner Tracey's
"Fol | ow
the Child" initiative?

Answer



This was not discussed during the charter’s development. |In fact,
the entire school is based on neeting needs of each student and
assuring each student succeeds.

Questi on:
Where do you think the school will be |ocated?
Answer :
I f approved, we will search multiple options along the I-93

corridor, Concord to Nashua. G ven the school’s stated goal of linking
to coll ege prograns and busi ness endeavors, being on or near a college
or corporate canpus is the |location goal

Questi on:

I's there enough funding to provide at |east what a regul ar (high)
school would in terns of books, library, etc.?
Answer :

The current reality is that chartered public schools in New
Hanpshire have | ess funding that other public schools. This school wll
have a professional devel opnent initiative. There surely will be
funding for the programessentials. Initially the school will not have
a conpl ete on-canpus library unless the school is based on a college or
ot her school canpus.

Questi on:

What kinds of extra curricular offerings will there be? (clubs,
sports) WIIl there be local partnerships in this area due to the
anticipated | ow nunbers of students? Could a student participate on
sports teans in their local districts

Answer :

Extra curricular activities will be decided by students and staff
based on interests, time, nunbers, and resources. Surely partnership
arrangenents will be wel comed. Typically, high school students in
charter school who are in orchestras or on teanms continue if their
resi dent school allows this and nost do. The NH AA, which governs
i nterschol astic school sports allows charter school students to
continue on their hone teans.

Questi on:
Does the school have a daily tine schedule yet? WII it be a
tradi ti onal schedul e?

Answer :

The schedul e of the Acadeny for Science and Design will be
determ ned by its Board of Trustees which includes two parents. There
typically are constraints to total scheduling flexibility but otherw se
the school will strive to make decisions that work well for students
and famlies.

Questi on:

Do you al ready have statements of conmitment or partnerships with
| ocal engineers, etc., to inplenent the mentor/intern prograns
nmentioned on your website?

Answer :



At this time, we are focused on obtaining a charter and then
havi ng 15 nonths to plan and prepare. W know from hundreds of
supportive coments, letters, and calls that professional support will
be there.

Questi on:
Have you consul t ed/ surveyed post secondary institutions (not just
in NH to nake sure you are neeting their adm ssion needs?

Answer :

We | ooked at many top institutions throughout the country to set
our graduation requirenents. Qur design teamincluded professors from
UNH and M T school s of engineering and others experienced in college
entrance requi rements. The school will adapt over tine to be sure
requirenents are nmet for top schools.

Questi on:
WIl there be GPAs and ranks?

Answer :

The school’s program is based on mastery of content, portfolio of
acconpl i shnents, individual research, and early connectedness to
col l eges. The gradi ng system has not been di scussed. Nationally-
recogni zed assessments are part of the academ c program

Questi on:
Is there data/research fromsimlar charter school nodels; will you
make that available to prospective parents?

Answer :

Several specialty high schools for science, nathenatics, and
engi neering were used as nodels, adm nistered under charter and ot her
structural nodels, all with high expectations.

Questi on:
Do you have a prelinminary course of studies for the incomng 8" and 9th
gr aders?

Answer :

There is a prelimnary course structure for 9'" -12'" grade students and
a commtnent to begin physics and algebra in grade 7. These details and
i nportant discussions will take place with staff at a later date.

Questi on:
Fundi ng after three years? Explain that issue.

Answer :

Fundi ng public schools in New Hanmpshire is a puzzle at this
nmonent. State-authorized charter school funding keeps changing but is
intended to have a state aid component and a corresponding “state grant
fund” component. “Federal” start-up grants are not for operationa
costs and are limted to 36 nonths. Charter schools need strategic
financial plans to cover expenses provided under start-up grants when
the school is running and no |l onger starting up

Questi on:



When is a good tinme for interested parents or teachers to becone
i nvol ved.

Answer :

Now, for parents and others truly interested in a New Hanpshire

m ddl e/ hi gh school for science, mathematics, and engi neering, connected
to col |l eges and busi ness professionals. The planning and pronoting
takes lots of energy. This is pioneering work, and is how all current
great schools once started..from scratch.



